
Who and How Many 

Teachers Notes 

 
 
 

a History of Computing © London Grid for Learning 

www.HOC.lgfl.net 

 

Main focus of activity: 

 To understand how internet and computer usage differs around the world and interpret this in 

socio-political terms. 

Learning objectives: 

 To be able to see the growth over time of the internet. 

 To understand some of the barriers to access for all. 

 To interpret data on usage for different contexts. 
 

Links to curriculum aims:   

 Literacy: use discussion in order to learn; they should be able to elaborate and explain clearly 
their understanding and ideas. 

 Literacy: are competent in the arts of speaking and listening, making formal presentations, 
demonstrating to others and participating in debate.  

 Mathematics: reason mathematically by following a line of enquiry, conjecturing relationships 
and generalisations, and developing an argument, justification or proof using mathematical 
language  

 Computing: use search technologies effectively, appreciate how results are selected and ranked,  

and be discerning in evaluating digital content 

 Geography: understand geographical similarities and differences through the study of human 
geography of the United Kingdom and another region of the world. 
 

Activity outline: Discussion and background  

Discuss the relatively recent advent of the internet (last 20 years) and personal computers in the home 

(last 30-40 years). 

 

The Internet Revolution: 

Refer to the resources in 07 – Who and How many? Look at the many links. Give to the children to do 

some independent research before discussion. Possible questions to let them research: 

How has this changed the world? 

 Brought access to information to more people easier? 

 Blurred boundaries – socially, ethnically, legally? 

 Has this promoted or exacerbated inequality around the world? 

 Who use the internet most? 

 What parts of the planet miss out? 

 Where next for the future? 

 What should our government’s priorities be for the internet? 
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Possible Activities: 
Activity 1: Data Handling Exercises. For example, plotting or interpreting graphs to show how internet or 
computer usage has increased in certain countries around the world from the data provided. Possibility 
to convert users to percentages to be able to better compare a country – a country may have less users 
(due to smaller population) but be a greater percentage than somewhere else. Good for highlighting 
interpretations of data. (see Nationmaster.com link with number of PC users – hover over data and you 
see ratio as well as raw data) 
Activity 2: Formal debate with a question about how the internet is leveling the divide between 
developed and developing world. The resources and links provided give enough evidence to be able to 
argue for either side.  

Activity 3: Produce a news report (drama based or written article) highlighting one of the ways in which 

the internet is reaching a rural community and improving an aspect of life. 
  

Plenary:  
Compare two nations – one who has a low number of computer users from a small population and one 
that that a high number of computer users but with a very large population. Illustrate how data can be 
misleading if not given context. Look at internet usage between two close neighbours that is vastly 
different – can they interpret the difference from looking at a map and thinking in terms of the physical 
challenges faced by some countries to get the populace online, as well as the economic problems? 
 
Example 1: Denmark 31st in total number of users (3.5million) but 9th in percentage of the population 
using computers (66%) India 12th in total number of computer users (17million) but 128th in percentage 
of population (only 1.5%). 
 
Example 2: Singapore has 75% of their population using the internet. Indonesia, the country next door 
to them only 22%.  
 
Possible Extension/independent  or homework learning activity: 
How global is the internet? Research the most popular websites in the UK and another country 
(different continent – preferably different socio-economically as well to avoid being to similar) – What 
are they? Who owns them? Are there similarities between types of site? Any glaring differences? Can 
they think of any explanations for the similarities or differences? Show this information on a poster 
using data in the form of tables and graphs and make statements to show similarities and differences.  
 
Resources: 
Videos 

 Very good videos detailing the internet’s effect on our lives and how they have changed as a 

result over the last 20 years from the BBC - The Virtual Revolution: not available on the BBC in 

full, but clips are available: http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b00n4j0r/clips  

 Clips from the above BBC site with particular reference to the expansion into the developing 

world: http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p0085vqr 

Files: 

 UK Internet statistics from Office of National Statistics (07 – Who and How Many – UK Statistics) 

 pdf of House of Lords Paper on ‘Broadband for All’: 07 - Who and How Many - Select Committee 
Report  'Broadband for all - an alternative vision' 

 Government response to above report: 07 - Who and How Many - Government Response to 
Select Committee Report  'Broadband for all' 

 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b00n4j0r/clips
http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p0085vqr
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Useful Websites and links to support the lesson: 
 

 Excellent interactive web resource from the BBC to illustrate internet usage growth:  
 
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/technology/8552410.stm 
 

 Broadband World: Mapping the global picture – excellent interactive map of the world with 
videos illustrating broadband connectivity in different places around the world:  
 
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/technology/8068598.stm 
 

 BBC Technology Website on connectivity around the world: 
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/technology/8255695.stm 
 

 Interesting live counter showing the number of internet users in the world, emails being sent 
today, blog posts today and google searches today: 
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/technology/8552415.stm  

 

 The BBC World Service Study on attitudes to internet access: 
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/shared/bsp/hi/pdfs/08_03_10_BBC_internet_poll.pdf 

 

 Broadband World - Excellent source of information from the BBC on connectivity around the 
world: http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/in_depth/sci_tech/2009/broadband_world/ 
 

 Website with data for number of PC users (as total number and ratio of populations): 
http://www.nationmaster.com/graph/med_per_com-media-personal-computers 

All copyright and IPR of the authors is acknowledged by LGfL. 
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